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UNHCR

United Nadans High Commisshanor for Refugees
Haul Commissanat des Nations Lnies pour les rélugiés

UNHCR
Cosn postals 2500 Tel: =41 22 7338872
CHa1211 Gandve 2 Fax +4122730 7348

Ermail; MUJRAT Affjunha.ch
.21 March 2003

Nolm'Dur code: DRRMIV/2E/0

Re: ' Request for airlifting of tents to Jordan and Syia,
and a medical team to Syria

Dear Mr, Matsui,

In the event of a military action in Iraq UNHCR estimates that some 600,000
persons might cross the borders to seek asylum in neighbounng countries ingluding
Jordan and Syria.

Therefore, UNHCR has been increasing its emergency response capacity in
the neighbouring countries; however, a large influx of refugees may averwheim
UNHCR's existing response capacity.

UNHCR would be grateful for the assistance and cooperation of the’
Government of Japan in the following area:

1. The most important and urgently required relief item is tents, Although UNHCR
has been purchasing tents for emergency stockpiling in neighbauring countries,
the quantity currently available Is far beiow the reguirements of our planning figure
as the international procurement and transportation of tenls are costly and take
considerable time. UNHCR would be grateful if the Government of Japan, on an
emergency basis, could release tents for 2000 refugees fram Japan's
Humanitarian Relief Stockpile Supply System. Should the Government of Japan
agree to the request, the tents could be airlifted by the Government of Japan and
handed over to UNHCR upon amival at a designated airport in Jordan. UNHCR
will organise unloading, handling and onward transporiation o the Iraqi refuges
camps. UNHCR will aiso dosely supervise and monitar the distribution of tents by
its operational partrers {NGOs. and/or local autheritles). The Govermment of
Jordan has requested UNHCR to establish refugee camps to prepare for influx of
refugees from Iraq. Upan receipt of confirmation from the Gevernment of Japan on
this request, the UNHCR Representative in Amman will inform the Government of
Jordan of this in-kind confribution and reguest the necessary cooperation from the
authorities lo facilitate the process.

2. UNHCR also anticipates a lange refugee influx to Syria. The emergency stocks af
UNHCR will not cover the needs in coming weeks, As such, UNHCR will make an
immediate request 1o the Government of Japan 1o kindly consider the possibility of
releasing and airliting additional tents and aother refief items to Synia as well as to
other countries.

Mr. Shinji Matsui

First Secretery

The Permanent Mission of Japan
Geneva
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3. UNHCR would like 10 request the Govemment of Japan to kindly consider the
possibility of dispatching 8 medical relief team to El Hol Camp, which will be the
main camp for Jraqi‘refugees in northern Syria. UNHCR weuld make a detailed
request concerning the deployment of a medical team, as soon as the magnitude
o? the refugee situation becomes clear.

We would appreciate 1t # your Government could consider this reguest
favourably and look forward te hearing from you.

Thank you very much for your understanding and continued support to the
wark of UNHCR.

Keisuke MURATA

Head of Desk IV
Donor Relatlons and Rasource Mobilisation
Division of Communication and Information



