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Dominating the beautiful avenue of gingko trees that runs from Ginza through Sakurada-
mon, the impressive building of the National Diet of Japan stands on a hill in the Nagatacho dis-
trict of Chiyoda City in Tokyo. In front of it lies the Diet Front Garden, an urban oasis, and be-
hind it are the Members’ Office Buildings and other Diet-related facilities. The entire Diet com-
plex has an air of dignity that is in keeping with the Diet’s position as the political center of the 
nation.

National Diet Building
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Central Entrance 
The bronze doors of the Central Entrance are opened only for His Majesty the Emperor on 

Members’ Entrance and Attendance Board
When Members arrive at the Diet, they press their name-buttons on the Attendance Board 

at the Members’ Entrance to indicate that they are present.

Central Hall
The Central Hall, which lies directly under the central tower, is located in the heart of the 

Diet. The ceiling and windows are made of stained glass, and the marble floor is accented with 
a beautiful mosaic. It has a floor area of 267.65 square meters, and the ceiling rises to 32.62 
meters. Three bronze statues of men who rendered distinguished service in the foundation of the 
parliamentary system in Japan add to the room’s magnificence. A fourth marble pedestal is vacant, 
as a reminder that the future too will bring forth great statespersons.

Mural Paintings
The mural paintings in the upper 

corners represent the four seasons in Japan.

the day of the Opening Ceremony, for State Guests on official visits, and for newly elected Mem-
bers on the day of convocation of the first Diet session following their election.
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Office of the President of the House of Councillors

Reception Room of the President of the House of Councillors 
The President uses this room to receive foreign guests. Meetings of the Committee on 

Rules and Administration are also held here.

Central Staircase
The Central Staircase leads from 

the Central Hall to the Emperor’s Room 
on the third floor and was used only 
when His Majesty the Emperor was in 
attendance.

Emperor’s Room
His Majesty the Emperor gives an address at the Opening Ceremony of the Diet. The 

President and Vice-President of the House of Councillors and the Speaker and Vice-Speaker of 
the House of Representatives are received by His Majesty the Emperor in this room before the 
Opening Ceremony.
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 This room is located directly above the Central Entrance and is used by the Conference 
Committee of both Houses.

Committee Room No. 1

Committee Room No. 43

Room for the Conference Committee of Both Houses

Committee Room No. 3

 The House of Councillors has fifteen committee rooms: five in the National Diet Building 
and ten in the Committee Room Annex.
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1. Submission of a Bill
Bills may be submitted either by Diet Members or by the Cabinet. Bills are signed by the 

Member proposing the bill and other Members supporting the bill and are presented to the 
Presiding Officer of the proposing Member's House.

Cabinet bills are presented to the Presiding Officer of either House by the Prime Minister. 

2. Reference of a Bill
The Presiding Officer then refers the bill to the appropriate Standing Committee 

Deliberations by the Committee may be omitted in the case of urgent matters. In the case of major 
legislation, however, the purpose of the bill is explained in a plenary sitting before the bill is 
referred to a Committee.

3. Committee Deliberations
 (1) Explanation of purpose of bill
 (2) Questions
 (3) Public hearings (meetings to hear views of experts) and combined meetings (meetings of 

related Committees)
 (4) Hearings of voluntary testifiers
 (5) Debate 
 (6) Voting 

4. Bill Submitted by a Committee
A Committee can present a bill concerning matters under its jurisdiction to the Presiding 

Officer under the name of the Committee Chairman.

5. Plenary Sitting Deliberations
 (1) Report by Committee Chairman 
 (2) Debate 
 (3) Voting

6. Meeting of a Conference Committee of Both Houses
When the two Houses reach different decisions regarding a bill, the Conference Committee 

of both Houses meets to consider a compromise. The compromise bill drafted by the Conference 
Committee becomes a law if approved by both Houses.

7. Submission to the Emperor
A law is submitted to His Majesty the Emperor through the Cabinet by the Presiding 

Officer of the House which was the last to pass the bill.

Legislative Procedure
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Area Surrounding the National Diet Building

Official Residence of the Presi-
dent of the House of Councillors

Members’ Office Building of the 
House of Councillors

Nearest Subway Stations
(A) Kokkai-gijidomae
　(Marunouchi and Chiyoda Lines)
(B) Nagatacho
　(Yurakucho, Hanzomon, and Namboku Lines)
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National Diet Building 
House of Councillors
House of Representatives
Members’ Office Building of the House of Councillors
Second Members’ Office Building of the House of Representatives
First Members’ Office Building of the House of Representatives
Parliamentary Museum
National Diet Library
Official Residence of the President of the House of Councillors
Official Residence of the Speaker of the House of Representatives
Diet Press Center
Supreme Court
Official Residence of the Prime Minister
Cabinet Office
Japan Patent Office
Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism 
Metropolitan Police Department
National Public Safety Commission (National Police Agency)
Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications
Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport  
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Cabinet Legislation Bureau
Cabinet Office 
Ministry of Finance
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
Financial Services Agency
Board of Audit




